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consequences that have occurred. 
Female babies were abandoned or even 
killed by Chinese parents who, like 
those in India, wanted a boy. This pri-
oritization has resulted in a dispropor-
tionate number of males, which has 
both practical and political conse-
quences. Many young Chinese men 
have difficulty finding wives, are 
underemployed, and often feel alien-
ated from society. As a result, they are 
seen as a potential source of political 
opposition by the government. In 
response to these tensions, the policy 
was amended in December of 2013 to 

allow a second child if one of the parents was an only child. The previous exception 
to the policy only applied if both parents were single children.

Where Have You Been?

How many countries have you been to?

a.	 I have never traveled outside of my home country.

b.	 1–2 countries

c.	 3–4 countries

d.	 5 or more

Have you ever lived in a country other than your own?

If you could go to any country right now, where would you go?

How Do You
Connect?

The World’s Most Populous Countries
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  FIGURE
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Source: Data are from internetworldstats.com, with data from US Census Bureau, www.internetworldstats.com/stats8.htm.


